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Faneuil  Hall  Market 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ITS  MAN^^'  LIKENESSES 

FANEUIL  Hall  Market,  mure  popularly  known  as  "Quincy 
Market,"  and  the  flanking  warehouses  on  North  and  South 
Market  Streets  are  currently  being  studied  by  the  Boston  Rede- 
velopment Authority.  Cognizant  of  the  Market  area's  significance  in 
terms  of  architecture  and  city  planning,  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  in  conjunction  with  two  professional  preservation  groups, 
Architectural  Heritage  Incorporated  and  the  Society  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  New  England  Antiquities,  and  the  architectural  firm  of  Fred- 
erick Stahl  Associates,  is  investigating  the  possibility  of  renovating,  and 
where  necessary  restoring  the  Market  and  flanking  warehouses  to  the 
way  they  looked  when  originally  completed  in  1 826.  One  important 
aspect  of  this  investigation  has  been  concerned  with  collecting  and 
interpreting  written  and  visual  documents  pertinent  to  the  architectural 
and  historical  development  of  the  Market  area.  In  the  process,  several 
views,  "likenesses,"  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  have  come  to  light.  And 
not  surprisingly,  the  majority  were  found  in  the  collections  of  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society.  Therefore,  when  it  came  time  to  consider  doing  an 
exhibition  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  as  well  as 
the  Society  of  Architectural  Historians,  who  are  also  meeting  in  Boston 
in  Januar}',  the  many  likenesses  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  seemed  an 
appropriate  and  timely  subject.  This  picture  book  is  a  permanent  record 
of  the  exhibition. 

The  various  views  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  were  originally  collected 
to  aid  the  architect  and  architectural  historian  in  determining  how  the 
plans  and  elevations  of  the  Market  evolved,  how  the  Market  looked 
upon  completif)n  in  I  826,  and  how  the  Market  changed  as  the  century 
progressed.  Each  of  these  questions  is  answered  in  part  by  the  views 
which  have  been  found. 

Further,  the  views  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  taken  as  a  whole,  form 
a  comprehensive  survey  of  painting  in  Boston  during  the  first  half  of 
tlie  nineteenth  centur)'.  Included  are  works  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  Fitz 
Hugh  Lane,  Robert  S.Tlmon,  and  Winslow  Homer,  to  mention  a  few. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  list  that  reads  like  a  roll  call  of  Boston's  prominent  artists 
of  fhe  period.  .As  might  be  expected,  then,  almost  as  much  can  be 
learned  about   the   artists  from   these   views  as  can   be   learned   about 


I'.UKiiil  H.ill  Market,  itself.  Ami  it  is  interesting;  to  note,  that  the  artists 
often  liail  a  .hii.rent  view  of  the  s.amc  scene.  In  otiier  words,  tiioiigii 
the  artists  were  looking  at  the  same  building,  they  recorded  it  in  a  dif- 
ferent way,  e.ncl)  according  to  liis  own  aesthetic  sensibilities.  If  tlie  views 
of  F.ineuil  Hall  Market  liere  illustrated  are  studied  carefully,  these 
diflerences  will  become  apparent. 

1  he  f^rst  likenesses  included  in  this  picture  book  represent  a  slight 
deviation  fnmi  tin-  inteiuled  theme.  They  are  portraits  of  the  men  who 
conceived  the  idea  of  the  new  Market,  and  brought  that  idea  into  being. 
They  were  the  Mayor,  Josiah  Quincy ;  the  architect,  Alexander  Parris; 
and  the  contractor  for  the  granite,  Gridley  Bryant.  However,  consider- 
ing the  degree  to  which  each  of  these  men  shaped  the  face  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  it  seemed  appropriate  that  tJieir  own  faces  should  be  in- 
cluded as  well.  And  it  should  also  be  noted  that  fine  portraits  of  each 
of  these  men  are  in  the  collections  of  the  Bostonian  Society. 

To  conclude  this  introduction,  it  is  fitting  to  let  Mayor  Josiah  Quincy 
describe  in  his  own  words  what  was  accomplished  with  the  erection  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

A  granite  market  house,  two  stories  high,  five  hundred  and 
thirty-five  feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide,  covering  twenty-seven 
thousand  feet  of  land,  including  every  essential  accommodarion, 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.' 
Six  new  streets  were  opened,  and  a  seventh  greatly  enlarged, 
including  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  square  feet  of 
land;  and  flats,  docks,  and  wharf  rights  obtained  of  the  extent 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  square  feet.  All  this 
was  accomplished  in  the  centre  of  a  populous  city,  not  only 
without  any  tax,  debt,  or  burden  upon  its  pecuniar)'  resources, 
but  with  large  permanent  additions  to  its  real  and  producrive 
property. 

To  this  description  should  also  be  added  the  fact  that  the  market 
house  was  flanked  on  either  side  by  rows  of  handsome  warehouses  built 
on  a  unified  plan  to  correspond  to  the  architecture  of  tlie  central  edifice. 
When  it  is  recalled  that  this  area  had  formerly  been  characterized  as 
"a  labyrinth  of  crooked  and  narrow  alleys,  frequently  choked  with 
trucks  and  farmers'  wagons,"  where  "mingled  the  offensive  odor  of 
the  salt  ooze  with  that  of  the  garbage  and  filth  peculiar  to  such  a  local- 
ity," the  accomplishments  of  Quincy,  Parris,  and  Bryant  appear  all 
the  more  remarkable. 
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Portrait  in  oil  of  Josiah  Quincy  (1772-I8M)  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  Already  painted 
by  Stuart  in  1806.  this  second  portrait  of  Quincy  was  done  at  the  insistence  of  his 
daughter,  Eliza  Susan  Quincy.  and  was  begun  in  November.  18:«.  while  Quincy 
was  a  Mayor  of  Boston.  In  the  portrait  Quincy  is  represented  as  if  seated  at  a 
window  of  Fancuil  Hall,  commanding  a  view  of  Faneuil  Hall  "Quincy"  Market. 
This  pose  according  to  his  daughter  was  initiated  by  Stuart.  Because  the  portrait 
was  painted  before  the  Market  was  completed,  Stuart  had  to  borrow  actual  plans 
and  elevations  of  the  building  from  the  architect.  Alexander  Parris.  to  gain 
adequate  knowledge  of  how  it  was  to  look  ultimately.  This  likeness  of  Fancuil 
Hall  Market  is  probably  the  first  to  have  been  made.  It  is  at  variance  with  (he 
building  as  built,  most  notably  in  the  presence  of  bucrania  along  the  frie/e.  which 
were  never  executed.  Consequently  it  is  interesting  to  speculate  if  this  reduction 
of  classic  detail  was  due  to  an  economy  in  the  architect's  style,  or  in  the  financing 
of  the  building.  The  portrait  was  given  by  Eli?a  Susan  Quincy  to  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts,  Boston,  in  1876.  Minfiini  oj  Fine  Arts,  Boslon. 


Portrait  in  chalk  of  Josiah  Quincy  copied  by  the  artist.  William  H.  Fur- 
ness.  Jr.,  in  1S52,  from  the  original  Stuart  portrait  of  1824  at  the  ret|Licst 
of  Eliza  Su^an  Quincy,  the  sitter's  daughter.  At  the  same  time  another 
copy  was  made  by  Furness  for  President  Sparks's  office  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege. Josiah  Quincy,  it  will  be  recalled,  was  President  of  Harvard  from 
1829  to  1845.  Boslonian  Socielv. 
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l',>rir;iil  in  cr.ivon  of  AlL-\;imlcr  I'.irns  rPSO-ISS:)  hy  W.  E.  Chickcrine.  c.  IS45. 
I'arris  was  cniplovcil  av  arLliilccI  fur  I  aiiciiil  Hall  Market  and  llif  Hanking  warc- 
luuiscs  on  Norili  and  Soulli  \I.iikci  Slrcc-is  Anollicr  lammis  liovIi>n  arcliitccl. 
Aslier  Hcnjamin.  was  (>n  Mavor  (Jinnc\\  coniiiiillCL-  for  ihc  hiiildinL;.  lldMaiiuiii 
Sci  ifiv. 


Portrait  in  oil  of  Gridley  Bryant  (1789-1867)  by  unknown  artist  c.  1825.  Bryant, 
along  with  Abncr  Joy  and  John  Redman,  supplied  most  of  the  granite  for  the 
Market.  Later,  Bryant  also  supplied  granite  for  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument. 
Bostonian  Society. 
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Elevation,  West  Wing 
No.  3  South  Market  Street 


Fancuil  Hall  Market,  Boston,  1826 
Measured  drawings  by  Anlulecumi!  Hcrinii;e,  Inc..  1968 
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